Intimin and the host cell--is it bound to end in Tir(s)?
Intimate bacterial adhesion to the intestinal epithelium is a pathogenic mechanism shared by several human and animal enteric pathogens, including enteropathogenic and enterohaemorrhagic Escherichia coli. Two bacterial protein partners involved in this intimate association have been identified, intimin and Tir. Some key remaining questions include whether intimin specifically interacts with one or more host-cell-encoded molecules and whether these contacts are a prerequisite for the subsequent intimate intimin-Tir association. Recent data support the hypothesis that the formation of a stable intimin-Tir relationship is the consequence of intimin protein interactions involving both host and bacterial components.